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neighborhood cleanups that concen-

trated on the removal of low-income

people of color—including those of

LGBT identity—while naming white,

middle-class gay men as beacons of the

future” (115). On the national level,

organizations like the Gay and Lesbian

Task Force made common cause with

victims’ rights groups to seek tougher

(hate) crime bills that, ultimately, wrote

gay civil rights into law.

Covering so much time and so

many organizations allows Hanhardt

to show the diversity within the move-

ment for safe spaces in San Francisco

and New York. We get well beyond

the warning whistles of the Butterfly

Brigades or the leather men whose

street patrols were the most visible

manifestations of the movement. Radi-

cal groups such as Dykes Against Rac-

ism Everywhere (DARE) and

FIERCE, both in New York, fought

for safe spaces for all residents, con-

scious of the ways that this movement

could (and did) feed into the racial

profiling of the war on crime. Yet the

lists of organizations get long. On just

one page, for instance, there are eigh-

teen organizations mentioned (122).

Although Hanhardt is justifiably criti-

cal of the criminology and psychology

that underpinned the movement for

hate crimes legislation, readers would

have benefited from more concrete

numbers (however problematic) on

antigay violence in San Francisco,

New York, and the country during the

period under study. Still, this book

will introduce students and scholars to

grassroots activists who worked to cre-

ate safe spaces for all people to live

and love. As Hanhardt concludes,

these activists were at their best when

they struggled not just for safety, but

also for freedom and justice.

STEVE ESTES

Sonoma State University

Copyright � 2015 Taylor & Francis
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In the hands of a good historian, biog-

raphy is an incisive tool and an effec-

tive way of fusing the personal and the

political. In Shadow Warrior: William

Egan Colby and the CIA, Randall B.

Woods offers both a history of the

early American security state and a

fascinating portrait of one of its

most controversial and enigmatic

participants.

As in previous works, including Ful-

bright: A Biography (CambridgeUniver-

sity Press, 1995) and LBJ: Architect of

American Ambition (Simon and Schus-

ter, 2006), Woods demonstrates impres-

sive storytelling prowess and frames his

protagonist’s tale against some of the

most important conflicts, debates, and

dilemmas of the twentieth century.

Colby’s story is a particularly effective

device in that regard. Woods guides

readers through the various phases of

Colby’s life, from his boyhood in China

and World War II heroics to his steady

rise through what is now referred to as

the CIA’s Clandestine Service and a

deeply troubled tenure as the Director of

Central Intelligence (1973–76). Woods

also skillfully weaves in broader narra-

tive threads and demonstrates how

Colby’s Catholicism and eager embrace

of foreign cultures shaped many of his

foreign policy views.

One of the book’s clearest virtues,

however, is that it lays bare the ever-

present tension between espionage and

covert action during Colby’s time.

Although ostensibly closely related

functions of an intelligence service,

the two terms actually represent two

entirely different philosophies and

approaches to American national secu-

rity. On one side were policymakers

such as President Truman, who feared

the chilling effect a permanent espio-

nage agency would have on American

democracy and thought the organiza-

tion should be strictly limited to the

collection and analysis of intelligence.

On the other side were those who, like

Colby, championed a more active spy

agency that was capable of covertly

acting on the world, shaping foreign

outcomes without recourse to war.

Although the two camps and their par-

tisans remained uncomfortable bedfel-

lows, the struggle between these two

styles profoundly shaped both the CIA

and the course of the Cold War, and

this conflict is often elided when his-

torians make casual reference to a

Cold War consensus.

Colby, who cut his teeth parachut-

ing into Nazi-occupied Europe, repre-

sents the operators (or the knuckle-

draggers, as Woods notes they often

called themselves). He makes a far

more sympathetic protagonist and

advocate for covert action that does

someone like Frank Wisner, whose

many wild schemes and costly failures

are chronicled in works such as Tim

Weiner’s Legacy of Ashes (Doubleday,

2007) and Hugh Wilford’s The Mighty

Wurlitzer (Harvard University Press,

2008). For Colby, covert action was

not simply a matter of coups or para-

military operations, nor was it to be

conducted in a cavalier manner.

Rather, covert action was a conduit

through which the United States could

engage the wider world and prepare it

to withstand the subversion of Soviet

Communism. Throughout his career,

for example, Colby argued that the

CIA must build stable coalitions and

make openings to the non-Communist

left of other countries, groups that

were viewed with skepticism by the

rest of the agency’s leadership.

At nearly five hundred pages of

text, this is a work better suited to spe-

cialists than students, though it moves

at a brisk narrative pace. Much like

American policy, the book gets a bit

bogged down in the jungles of Viet-

nam, but Woods provides excellent

details on the nuts and bolts of Ameri-

can counterinsurgency operations and

Colby’s role in the nation-building

efforts and secret wars that are often

treated as peripheral to the military

conflict. Also of great interest to read-

ers will be Woods’s treatment of

Colby’s tenure as the director of Cen-

tral Intelligence and the circumstances

surrounding the release of the so-

called family jewels. Woods records

how, in the scandal-plagued political

environment of the 1970s, Colby came

to believe firmly in the strategic value

of limited transparency and that the

CIA must accept some measure of

oversight and accountability. Colby’s

beliefs and actions, Woods notes,

turned him into “the ultimate sub-

versive” (7) and a pariah in many cor-

ners but also, Woods suggests,
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ensured the agency’s survival at a time

when Congress was out for blood.

Colby was a famously reticent man,

but, drawing on numerous interviews

and significant archival research,

Woods does a good job of getting into

his head, and the book makes a fasci-

nating contrast with the deeply per-

sonal documentary The Man Nobody

Knew (2011), made by Colby’s son

Carl. The only real disappointments

here are that Woods elects not to com-

ment on the contemporary issues

plaguing American intelligence, many

of which have direct antecedents in

the events covered here, and avoids

drawing any conclusions about the

puzzling circumstances surrounding

Colby’s death in 1996—leaving read-

ers with one final mystery.

MATTHEW PEMBLETON

American University

Copyright � 2015 Taylor & Francis
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In this reconsideration of colonial Vir-

ginia, NYU associate professor of his-

tory Rebecca Ann Goetz successfully

weaves a tale of how religion and race

came to be conflated terms. Goetz

argues that religion contributed to the

development of racial ideology

through the deployment of a language

that stressed hereditary heathenism.

This notion allowed for the transfor-

mation “from an early seventeenth-

century understanding of Christianity

that stressed universality to a mid-

eighteenth-century understanding that

stressed its exclusivity” (164). If so,

Goetz argues, then religion “laid the

foundations for an emergent idea of

race” (3) that not only personified life

in colonial Virginia, but also pro-

foundly influenced the rest of the

Atlantic world.

Late Elizabethan colonization

emphasized an obligation to proselytize

the indigenous population. Whereas

previous historians have viewed the lan-

guage of colonization literature as an

example of pragmatic social control,

Goetz argues for the sincerity of calls for

Indian conversion, noting how the

“bonds of Noachic brotherhood” (30)

promoted an inclusive attitude toward

Christianity. The premise that everyone

had the ability to join the ranks of Chris-

tendom provided the foundation for sub-

sequent attempts at establishing an

Anglo-Indian commonwealth. Attempts

at a commonwealth between English set-

tlers and native Algonquians came to a

halt, however, following theMarch 1622

Indian attack that claimed the lives of

350 settlers.

The attack and ensuing Anglo-

Algonquian race war that followed

galvanized English conceptions of the

Indians as incapable of adopting

Christianity and marked the beginning

of the hereditary heathen ideology,

which asserted Native Americans’

exclusion from Christianity as an

immutable, inheritable trait. As the

century progressed, the idea that

Christianity was “a matter of lineage”

(62) dictated regulation of sex and

marriage between red, white, and

black in Virginia. Although this idea

originated in the context of intercul-

tural relations with Native Americans,

English colonists increasingly attrib-

uted this trait to the growing African

slave population. By 1705, Virginia

law tied freedom to Christian parent-

age. This idea proved troublesome in

that slaves would challenge their status

with freedom suits emphasizing the

fact that they had been baptized.

Opposition to the planter class eventu-

ally proved futile in the face of both

planter influence over missionary

efforts and the issuance of the Yorke-

Talbot opinion in 1729, a statement

that unequivocally divorced the men-

tal correlation between freedom and

baptism. In contrast to previous work

that characterizes early Virginia as a

palimpsest of socio-cultural trends

originating in the rest of the Atlantic

World, Goetz demonstrates that Vir-

ginia, in fact, provided the prototype

for racial discourse.

Goetz deploys a variety of sources

from the seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries, including a close study of

the records of the Virginia Company

of London and the writings of leading

members of the initial settlement, such

as William Strachey and Captain John

Smith, in her discussion of the first

two decades at Jamestown. In addition

to the works penned by the first minis-

ter in Virginia, Alexander Whitaker,

Goetz also highlights the propagandis-

tic nature of sermons delivered to Lon-

don audiences in order to illustrate the

religious tone of the colonization proj-

ect. Like previous historians of colo-

nial Virginia, she constrains her focus

to only a few counties—Accomack,

Northampton, Surry, and York—

because they are the only counties that

offer relatively complete seventeenth-

century records. This breakdown

allows for equal analysis of both the

Eastern Shore and Virginia proper.

The Baptism of Early Virginia

offers a significant contribution to the

growing historiography of religion in

colonial Virginia, a discussion begun

by Edward Bond’s Damned Souls in a

Tobacco Colony (Mercer University

Press, 2001). Goetz’s provocative

work raises a number of questions.

Did 1622 truly mark the turn toward

hereditary heathenism? After all,

English settlers deployed a discourse

relating the Indians to the Antichrist

immediately upon arrival at James-

town—a discourse similar in nature to

the rhetoric used by the English in

references to their Spanish rivals or

domestic Catholic recusants. In short,

attitudes questioning the Christian

potential of the Indians in Virginia

were present well before 1622. Simi-

larly, in what ways did gender and

reproduction—a theme Jennifer Mor-

gan examined in Laboring Women:

Reproduction and Gender in New

World Slavery (University of Pennsyl-

vania Press, 2004), a comparative

study of Barbados and South Caro-

lina—contribute to religious concep-

tions of race and baptism in Virginia?

Even if Goetz does not always address

these questions, her radical rethinking

of religion in colonial Virginia will

surely help others answer them. The

Baptism of Early Virginia is an impor-

tant book.

MATTHEW J. SPARACIO

Auburn University

Copyright � 2015 Taylor & Francis
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